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• 1662 - Royal Society of 
London asked 
permission to publish a 
journal to King Charles 
II 

• Aim – to improve 
knowledge among 
fellows 

• 1665 – 1st issue of 
Philosophical 
Transactions published 



What nurse scientists should know 

1. Impact factors 

2. Scientist rankings 

3. Tracking your scholarship 

 
Fitzpatrick JJ, Madigan EA. Scientist rankings: what nurse 

scientists need to know. Appl Nurs Res 2013;26(2):49-50. 



Purpose of publishing a paper 

• Writing experience for students 

• Credits for CPD 

• PhD thesis 

• Academic promotion (scientific titles) 

• Competition for research grants 

• Service to the profession (sharing 
unique knowledge and experience) 

• Ground-breaking discovery (for Nature) 



Ranking nursing journals 



















http://scholarlyoa.com/2015/01/02/bealls-list-of-predatory-publishers-2015/ 



New features of the J.Beall’s black list 

http://scholarlyoa.com/other-pages/misleading-metrics/ 

http://scholarlyoa.com/other-pages/hijacked-journals/ 





Blacklisted journals 

http://scholarlyoa.com/ 



https://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/criteria-2015.pdf 





Offers from predatory publishers 





Journal titles? 



Advices to nurse scientists 

• Where you publish depends on your 

goal—high IF=high rejection rates 

• Editors welcome systematic reviews 

• Methodology papers are highly cited 
 

Fitzpatrick JJ, Madigan EA. Scientist rankings: what nurse 

scientists need to know. Appl Nurs Res 2013;26(2):49-50. 



Choosing a target journal for nurses 

• Audience – Clinical, Research, Education, 

Administration… 

• Topic – Focus, Timeliness, Theme 

• Purposes - Academic/Tenure, dissemination of 

information 

• Journal Guidelines - Type of submission, Style, 

Table/Figures, Number of authors 

 

Lewallen LP, Crane PB. Choosing a publication venue. J Prof 

Nurs 2010;26(4):250-4 



Choosing a target journal for dieticians 

• Journal audience/focus (whether an 

association supports the journal, circulation) 

• Go through several (recent) issues of the 

journal 

• Journal ratings 

• Acceptance time and rate 

 
McCaffree J. Choosing a venue for your research paper. J Am 

Diet Assoc 2002;102(1):22. 

 



Factors for initial submission 
• 1992 

• Clinical and research faculty of Stanford University 

School of Medicine 

• Response rate 63.7% (305) 

• Factors for initial submission: journal prestige, 

readership, covered topics, journal circulation, 

manuscript turnaround time, good editors, reviewer 

suggestions… 



Main questions 
• Age 

• Country 

• Academic 
degree 

• Years in 
research 

• N of papers in 
5 yrs 

• Where you’d 
prefer to 
publish  



Open access 

• Publication quality is 

of utmost 

importance 

• Free access and 

visibility are 

incentives for 

choosing OA 

journals 

 
Warlick SE, Vaughan KT. Factors influencing publication choice: why faculty choose 

open access. Biomed Digit Libr 2007; 4: 1. 



Quality of OA journals 

“... although an increase in the publishing 
and awareness rates of scholars with 

regard to OA journals has been 
observed, scholars have been 

consistently concerned with the low 
prestige of such journals and their lack 

of peer review” 
 

Xia J. Journal of the American Society for Information Science and 
Technology 61(3)2010;615-24 



A recent survey of 1000 scientists 
• Peer review and other 

quality factors are no 
longer the main 
determinants of 
submission choice (?) 

• Relevance (24%), IFs (22%) 
and indexation (15%) are 
the top factors 

• OA (7%) and publication 
fees (6%) are the least 
important factors (?) 

http://howtopublishinjournals.com/2013/05/27/key-factors-when-selecting-a-journal-

poll-results/?goback=.anp_2569570_1369928456758_1 





http://www.journalguide.com/ 







Predatory invitations 





Predatory journals with “high impact” 




